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INTRODUCTION xi

whose point of view would now be intolerable, we may
still be content to survey the permanent work he did
on behalf of liberal ideals, and to contrast him with
the Alexanders and Ferdinands, the George the Fourths
and Louis the Eighteenths who afflicted the European
peoples after his destruction.

But the purpose of a preface should be to conciliate
rather than to antagonise. Let me therefore express
a hope that these two little-known documents may
prove of interest to those same kind enthusiasts who
welcomed ‘“Napoleon and his Fellow Travellers.”” To
some few people I trust that this book will justify
itself if only by virtue of the Appendix of certain
hitherto unpublished letters from St. Helena written
by Secretary Brooke. I have to thank Dr. Holland Rose
for many courtesies and Mr. A. M. Broadley for the
loan of a copy of Theodore Hook’s rare pamphlet.
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NAPOLEON AS A MAN OF LETTERS



































































































xiv. NAPOLEON IN HIS OWN DEFENCE

as it were, by heart; and in proportion as time separates us, he
appears to me like a beautiful dream. And would you believe that,
in my recollections of Napoleon, that which seems to me to approach
most nearly to ideal excellence is not the hero, filling the world with
his gigantic fame, but the man, viewed in the relations of private

life?”’



II
LETTERS FROM THE CAPE

TO

LADY CLAVERING










































LETTERS FROM THE CAPE

to the people of Germany. This will be a more powerful barrier
against Prussia than the Elbe, or fortresses, or French protection.
What people would wish to revert to Prussian despotism when
it has once tasted the benefits of a wise and liberal government ?

15
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TO THE BOOKSELLER

truth and justice require it. The Public will naturally
be anxious to know the source whence this account is
derived ; but, as the matter will distinctly show that
it can only proceed from the fountain-head, the import-
ance of the intermediate agency is lessened ; and, be-
sides, were it avowed, an aggravated visitation of cruel
and needless tyranny would probably be the conse-

quence.
Yours, &c.

C——-.
Cape of Good Hope.

a1









NAPOLEON IN HIS OWN DEFENCE

versation of some minutes’ duration with Napoleon ;
and a day never elapsed without my having had many
with the officers of his suite. At St. Helena I frequently
breakfasted with Madame Bertrand and twice I had
an interview of more than a quarter of an hour each
time with Napoleon himself. I was also particularly
intimate with the Count de las Cases, whom I have often
seen at the Briars, and in his own apartment at Long-
wood.
I have the honour to be, &c. &c.

































LETTERS FROM THE CAPE

I have before alluded, that I can add nothing more
to it.*

I cannot, say that I recollect Mr. Warden’s having
been in the habit of holding long conversations with
Napoleon, while in the Northumbeyland, but 1 observed
that the latter always received him with pleasure, and
with a smile. His mouth is the most expressive part
of his physiognomy, and that which best depicts the
different affections of his mind.

I have the honour to be, &c. &c.

* The author of the ‘‘ Manuscript Transmitted from St. Helena " is
referred to here. He says that Napoleon’s plans were perfect for resist-
ance in 1814, but that a despatch which he had imprudently sent to the
Empress fell into the hands of the allies. 1t showed them their danger.
‘ They took the only measure which I had not foreseen, because it was
the only good one. They outstripped me and marched upon Paris.”

b1}








































































































































































































































































LETTERS FROM THE CAPE

times, as either to render its ultimate success certain,
or else the attempts made for that purpose must have
come to our knowledge. Such an attempt it appears
evidently, was never made, and it is asserted, that
Napoleon answered when the proposal was made, “ Je
n’ai jamais commis de crime, je n’en commettrai point,
pour me defaire des princes qui n’ont point de consist-
ance, et qui n’ont aucune influence en France.”

Louis the XVIIIth is unreservedly acquitted by
Napoleon, and the remainder of the exiles, of having
had any participation in the plan for assassination.
He is said to have been invariably more moderate, and
never privy to, or concerned in, any such criminal
attempts.

I have the honor,
&c. &c &c.
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LETTERS FROM THE CAPE

tody would be attained with the greatest possible sim-
plicity and success, which is all that human prudence
and wisdom can require under such circumstances.

Farewell, my dear Lady C——. I could tell much
more upon this subject, which would both surprize and
grieve you. The spectacle of persecution and injustice
has been always revolting to me. You may judge then,
what I felt, when I beheld the victor of sixty great
battles, once the arbiter of many nations and their
rulers, thus basely tormented. I said within myself,
“ I respect thee with the crown of thorns that force has
now placed on thy brow, even more than when numer-
ous diadems encircled it.”

" I have the honour,

159
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